Prenatal alcohol exposure alters enkephalin levels, without affecting ethanol preference.
Pregnant dams were pair-fed a liquid diet containing 35% ethanol derived calories or isocaloric sucrose during the last two trimesters of pregnancy. No differences were observed in adult ethanol preference between fetal alcohol exposed (FAE) animals and pair-fed controls. However, Met- and Leu-enkephalin levels were significantly elevated in globus pallidus of adult FAE animals. Pituitary levels were unaffected.